T
he survey results reported here w ere part of a presentation at a conference on "Seri als: Problems and Prospects" sponsored by the College of Library and Information Science at the University of Kentucky held in February 1990. The author's experience with periodicals in college li braries suggested that the problems which smaller predominantly undergraduate institutions face are different than those o f larger universities which serve graduate students and a large community of research faculty.1 Specifically, the author believed that the escalating costs o f serials which confront
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the research libraries2 have not been as significant an issue for college libraries. To get some sense o f the place of periodicals in college library budgets and collections, the author collected data from existing sources and through a survey designed to collect supplemental data.
Initially a search o f the literature was perform ed to seek information on the status o f periodicals in college libraries. The results o f the search w ere a limited num ber o f articles that dealt with such issues as the history o f the Associated Colleges of the M idwest's periodical bank,3 the selection of titles as part o f collection development,4 measure m ent o f periodicals use,5 and the substitution of online services and docum ent delivery/interlibrary loan for ownership o f periodicals and periodical indexes.6 However, no literature was found on the changing status o f periodicals in college libraries.
Given the dearth o f literature and the author's desire to have some sense o f w hether his assump tions w ere correct, plans w ere developed for a survey. Annual data from about 30 college libraries had been gathered over at least the last 15 years and about ten years ago the same data gathering was expanded to include about 20 additional college libraries. Since this well-established body of unpub lished data already exists, the data elem ents of that survey w ere used as the basis for constructing the survey questionnaire used in this study.
The survey was sent in January 1990 to libraries in the base group o f 53 colleges to obtain data not in the original annual survey results. In some cases the data, especially that from earlier years, could not be provided. These 53 colleges represent all sections o f the U nited States but, because the institutions are highly selective in their student admissions, it was not expected that this group would represent college libraries generally. In or der to broaden the scope o f the survey group, the survey was sent in February 1990 to 21 private colleges in a southeastern state. Fourteen institu tions or 67% o f the institutions responded. This group included two-year as well as four-year insti tutions. Table 1 reports information on the sizes of th e student body and faculty.
A summary o f the questionnaire data is p re sented here in tables 2 and 3. In order to simplify the data, only a single fiscal year of data at five-year intervals was collected and presented. The years w ere selected by starting with the most recent year for which data was available, 1988/89, and counting back five years (1983/84), ten years (1978/79), and 15 years (1973/74) . The absence of data in the earlier years is due largely to the fact that institu tions did not keep such information.
For each o f the four years the data includes the lowest and highest reported levels (e.g., the range or spread o f the data), and the mean and median for the reporting group o f institutions. F or categories which A nother set o f conclusions centers around the relationship between interlibrary loan activity and num ber of subscriptions. Despite the increased num ber of periodical titles to which the libraries sub scribe, the volume o f interlibrary loan activity grew dramatically. In 1973/74the mean total o f interlibrary loan transactions, both borrowed and lent items, was 1,816. In 1988/89 the mean num ber was 4,748, an increase of 161%. It should be noted that the ratio of mean num bers o f borrowed items to loaned items changed very little in the 15-year period. Therefore, these college libraries continue to contribute to national resource sharing in the same proportion to their borrowing as they did 15 years ago.
This data suggests that the author's initial judg m ent based on personal experience was correct. Among this sample th e college libraries w ere not effected in the same way by th e escalating costs of periodicals as w ere large research libraries. How ever, the survey results cannot be said to be rep re sentative of college libraries generally because of the nature of th e sample group .The data suggest, however, that further research should be pursued to explore w hether the findings o f this study are true of a broader range o f college libraries. Expanded findings which are broadly representative will con firm or refute the idea th at college libraries have been able to adjust to increased costs o f periodicals without cuts in th e num ber o f titles. Additional data might explore in more detail th e issues touched on here. Two such issues are: W hat is the role of interlibrary loan in relation to periodical subscrip tions and expenditures? H ow do increases in peri odical budgets com pare with other portions of college library benefits? Still other related ques tions w ere not even addressed here such as w hether there w ere shifts in the titles subscribed to in response to financial pressures?
Given the lack o f literature in this field th ere is considerable room for exploration o f the topic of periodicals in college libraries. 
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